
SPRING 
MEETING 

2026 

New York State Cheese 
Manufacturers’ Association 
New York State Cheese 
Manufacturers’ Association 



Dereth Glance 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation 

Good Cheese Pairs Well with Clean 
Water:  New York State’s 
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March 2-3, 2026 
Conference 
Presenters 

Diego Diel, DVM, MS, PhD 
Cornell University 
Department of Population Medicine and 
Diagnostic Sciences 

H5N1 virus risks in raw milk 
and cheeses: updates and future 
directions 

Katie Moore 
Ever.Ag 

Culture Meets Code: Taking Data 
and AI beyond Buzzwords 



Carl Moody 
Lactalis USA 
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Drew Frommelt 
Dairy Farmers of America  

Dairy Market Outlook 

Sam Alcaine 
International Dairy Foods 
Association 

Current Regulatory Landscape 

Kyle Jenson 
Bioionix 

Sustainability with ROI: 
Eliminate Chemicals and Save 
Water in Food Processing 

Olivier Laurin 
Rheolution 

Improving Yields with Real-Time 
Coagulation Monitoring 



Agenda Monday, March 2 

All Day Company Exhibits in Superior/Erie Room 

8:15am Presidential Address / Business Meeting 

9:00am Observations on US Dairy Demand 

Chris Wolf, Cornell University, E. V. Baker Professor of 
Agricultural Economics 

9:45am Culture Meets Code: Taking Data and AI beyond 
Buzzwords 

Katie Moore, Ever.Ag 

10:30am Cheese Judging, Contest & Clinic / Break 
Chad Martin, NYS Dept. Ag & Markets 
Heather Spraker, Cornell University 
Steve Funk, Nelson-Jameson 

11:30am Good Cheese Pairs Well with Clean Water:  New York 
State’s Environmental Regulations, Permits, 
and Practices 

Dereth Glance, Dept. of Environmental Conservation 

12:15pm - 1:15pm Lunch 

1:15pm - 2:00pm Company Exhibits (all exhibitors must leave hall at 2pm so 
staff can prepare room for buffet) 

1:15pm Regulatory Updates 

Casey McCue, NYS Dept. Ag & Markets, Milk Control 

2:00pm Brainstorming Together for the Changing Consumer Diet 
and How Dairy Can Capitalize 

Robert Aguilera, Jimmy Rowe, Nicole Bowling 
Novonesis 

3:45pm H5N1 virus risks in raw milk and cheeses: updates and 
future directions 

Diego Diel, Department of Population Medicine 
and Diagnostic Sciences, Cornell University 

5:30pm Cheese Reception / Co-host Cocktail Party 



Agenda Tuesday, March 3 

All Day Company Exhibits in Superior/Erie Room 

9:00am Current Regulatory Landscape 

Sam Alcaine, IDFA 

9:45am Sustainability with ROI:  Eliminate Chemicals and Save 
Water in Food Processing 

Kyle Jenson, Bioionix 

10:05am Improving Yields with Real-Time Coagulation Monitoring 

Olivier Laurin, Rheolution 

10:25am Panel Discussion Q&A 

10:45am Break 

11:00am Dairy Market Outlook 

Drew Frommelt, Dairy Farmers of America 

11:45am Company Story 

Carl Moody, Lactalis USA 

12:15pm Awards Luncheon 



NYS Cheese Manufacturers’ Association Annual Meeting  2026 
Registered Attendees 

Anthony Ridley Acuriant Technologies, Inc. 
Jason Martin Agri-Mark Inc 
Chris Pearl Agri-Mark Inc 
Bela Sandor Agri-Mark Inc 
Brett Wheeler Agri-Mark Inc 
Corey Desranleau Agri-mark Inc/McCadam 
Sartip Kakaee Anderson-Negele 
Jeff Kent Arena Products 
Edward Valenta BelGioioso Cheese Inc 
Kyle Jenson Bioionix 
Holli Sande Bioionix 
Kimberly Pathammavong biomerieux 
Bebe Zabilansky Bruns Bros Process Equipment 
Dave Taplin Burkert Fluid Control Systems 
Nathan Pistner Byrne Dairy 
Brian Sheley Carne 
Kraig Stube Charles Stube Co., Inc. 
Rajni Aneja Cornell CIFS / IPP 
Sweta Deb Cornell University 
Yihong Deng Cornell University 
Diego Diel Cornell University 
Chloe McGovern Cornell University 
Lilly Mills Cornell University 
Hannah Moyal Cornell University 
Ana Gabriela Ortiz Quezada Cornell University 
Martin Wiedmann Cornell University 
Chris Wolf Cornell University 
Beth Chapin Cornell University FPDL 
Nicole Martin Cornell University MQIP 
Heather Spraker Cornell University, Dairy Foods Extension 
Dylan Bush Custom Fabricating & Repair, Inc. 
Tony Green Custom Fabricating & Repair, Inc. 
Dave Lindgren Custom Fabricating & Repair, Inc. 
Matt Boyle Dairy Farmers of America 
Drew Frommelt Dairy Farmers of America 
Laura McCranie Dairy Farmers of America 
Stephanie Warn Dairy Farmers of America 
Dereth Glance Department of Environmental Conservation 
Robert Cobian DSM-Firmenich 
Baidya Nath Sah DSM-Firmenich 
Kent Vogel DSM-Firmenich 
Dustin Zajac Eastern Crown Inc 
Gary Ratajczak Endress+Hauser 
Katie Moore Ever.Ag 
Drew Idavoy FAM Stumabo USA 
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Xavier Belanger Fromagex 
Daniel McIlmoyle GEA 
Keith Naivar GEA 
Daniel Simon Leyva GEA 
Jose De la Colina GEA Systems North America 
George Anton Gestion Qualtech 
Kelsea Boerger Great Lakes Cheese 
Ryan Brickner Great Lakes Cheese 
Jake Herman Great Lakes Cheese 
Bozena Lukomski Great Lakes Cheese 
Satyendrasinh Mahida Great Lakes Cheese 
Joe Burnham Great Lakes Cheese - Adams 
Karen Zubrzycki Great Lakes Cheese - Adams 
Rob Richter Great Lakes Cheese Co., Inc. 
Martha Leyburn HP Hood 
Tom Curtis Hydrite Chemical 
Jeffrey Faulks Hydrite Chemical 
Drew Merkel Hydrite Chemical 
Darrell Rice Hydrite Chemical 
Sam Alcaine IDFA 
Philip Brown IFF/DANISCO 
Dawn Schoenherr Kelley Supply, Inc. 
Bill Schubert Kelley Supply, Inc. 
Vince Jackson Kerry 
Michael Zalaski Kerry 
Rebecca Zimmermann Kerry 
Ronald Tuckner Kovalus Separation Solutions 
Ian Mapp Kovalus Separation Solutions / RELCO LLC 
Nathan Rud Kovalus Separation Solutions / RELCO LLC 
Patrick Schradle Kovalus Separation Solutions / RELCO LLC 
Eric Chartre Kusel Equipment Co 

Lactalis 
Melissa Phillips Lactalis American Group, Inc. 
John Ernst Lactalis USA 
Kevin Fath Lactalis USA 
Daniel Lausch Lactalis USA 
Carl Moody Lactalis USA 
Thomas Morawski Lactalis USA 
Adam Sinclair Lactalis USA 
Erin Springer Lactalis USA 
Christopher Murray Lanxess 
Thomas Hoppe Loos Machine 
Billy Lease Loos Machine 
John McGinn McFinn Technologies 
Deborah Stadtler Meliora Group LLC / Cheese Reporter 
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Mark Flagg Membrane Process & Controls 
Ray Johnson Mohawk Technology, LLC 
Steve Funk Nelson-Jameson 
Matt Hudkins Nelson-Jameson, Inc. 
Tom Willard Nelson-Jameson, Inc. 
Chris York Nelson-Jameson, Inc. 
Jay Bogart Neogen 
Rachael Sena Neogen 
Thomas Denman New York Farm Bureau 
Jessica Brooks New York State Grown & Certified 

Robert Aguilera Novonesis 
Nicole Bowling Novonesis 
Tristan Hrobuchak Novonesis 
Jimmy Rowe Novonesis 
Alexander Solla NYS Cheese Mfrs. Assoc. 
Katie Howard NYS Dept. Agriculture & Markets 
Christopher Hylkema NYS Dept. Agriculture & Markets 
Chad Martin NYS Dept. Agriculture & Markets 
Casey McCue NYS Dept. Agriculture & Markets 
Heather Torino NYS Dept. Agriculture & Markets 
John Hornberger NYSDEC 
Sara Latessa NYSDEC 
Harold Gay Pennland Pure 
Kylie Schriever Pennland Pure 
Evan Henke QualiTru Sampling Systems 
Olivier Laurin Rheolution 
Jeremy Panneton Rheolution 
Jeff Drazek Sherwin-Williams 
Tom Groel Sherwin-Williams 
Matt Stoltzfus Stoltzfus Family Dairy 
Elizabeth Vaughan SUNY Cobleskill 
Paul McErlean Surpass Chemical 
Michael McLoughlin Synder Filtration 
Philip Ballard Tetra Pak 
Jason Pollock Tetra Pak 
Daniel Priore Twinco Inc 
Kevin Schuttak Twinco Inc 
Eric Cosnoski Yancey’s Fancy 

Anas Almaletti Zaman Coffee House 
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