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IMPORTANT NOTE:
We are discussing DEC solid waste requirements,
NOT SPDES requirements.

Check out our Organics Management for Farms page: 
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/recycling-
composting/organic-materials-management/farms#whey

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/recycling-composting/organic-materials-management/farms#whey
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/recycling-composting/organic-materials-management/farms#whey
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Cheese Residuals –
Potential Reduction 
and Recycling Options

• Co-products
• Food donation
• Animal feed
• Land application in agriculture
• Anaerobic digestion
• Other
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Coproducts
• Animal feeds
• Fermentation media
• Beverage ingredient
• Whey protein powders, etc.

Existing research:
DEC has provided $500k+ to the food 
science group at Cornell to investigate 
alternative food products
To right: Professor Sam Alcaine showing 
off Norwhey, an alcoholic seltzer product 
created from acid whey
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Food Donation
DEC Partner Feeding NYS
Call Center – (518) 930-7000
• Setting up a donation program
• Finding a food bank or local food 

rescue organization to partner with
• Understanding food safety practices 

when donating
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Animal Feed
Part 360 Beneficial Use Determination (BUD) required (360.12)
Existing BUDs have been approved for cheese and yogurt whey

OpenData lists all 
existing BUDs 

across NYS

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/recycling-composting/businesses/beneficial-use-determinations
https://data.ny.gov/Energy-Environment/Case-Specific-Beneficial-Use-Determinations-Beginn/id6x-swrj/about_data
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Dairy Byproduct BUDs

Examples of active or previously granted BUDs:

Animal Feed
• Insight Dairy
• H.P. Hood
• Johnstown Renewables
• Baskin Livestock
• North Country Dairy
• Chobani
• Upstate Farms Cultured Products

Fertilizer
• H.P. Hood (treated milk wastes)
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BUD Petition
• Description of material
• Quantity of material
• Description of how material is collected and 

stored at the processor
• List of methods to control contamination in 

material
• Depackaging details (if applicable)
• Nutritional info (not req’d if another BUD has 

been issued)
• List of farms that will accept material
• Description of how farms will store the material 

and control odor, spoilage, runoff, etc.
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Land Application (6 NYCRR Part 361-2)

Check out our guidance for food processing waste at a farm: 
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/360flowchart.pdf 

CAFO
Farm

Non-CAFO
Farm/Site

Exempt if:
• Directly land applying (no storage)
OR if:
• Storage structure is NRCS NY313 complaint
• No sanitary/industrial waste
• Not located on Long Island or NYC watershed
• FPW ≤ 50% by volume annually

Registration if:
• Non-manure ≤ 10% in storage by volume annually w/no liner cert.
• Non-manure ≤ 40% in storage by volume annually w/NRCS NY313 cert.
• No sanitary waste
OR if material is directly land applied:
• Must analyze waste and apply at agronomic rates
• Site criteria in 361-2.5(b) (e.g., slope, etc.)
• Land app in NYC watershed or Long Island must be addressed in CNMP
• Temporary field storage allowed w/site criteria
• Odor management plan

https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/360flowchart.pdf
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Anaerobic Digestion of 
Whey and Dairy Byproducts

Check out our guidance for food processing waste at a farm: 
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/360flowchart.pdf 

Exempt if:
• FPW ≤ 50% by volume annually
• Physical contaminant limits

Registration if:
• Does not qualify for exemption
• Enclosed storage for FPW
• See site criteria in 361-3.3(c)

Exempt if:
• ≤ 1,000 lbs or 1 cy per week (mo. avg)

Registration if:
• < 50 tons per day
• Enclosed storage for FPW
• See site criteria in 361-3.3(c)

Permit required if it doesn’t qualify for exemption or registration
(e.g., > 50 tons per day)

CAFO
Farm

Non-CAFO
Farm

https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/360flowchart.pdf
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How to apply for a registration
DEC Regional Office – Materials Management Supervisor
Find contacts here: https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/76718.html

Completed registration form and supporting
information submitted to DEC regional office
Find forms here: https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/52706.html#Application_Forms

Valid for 5 years; no application fee
See Part 360.15 for additional conditions concerning 
registrations

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/76718.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/52706.html#Application_Forms
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Registration Form
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Thank you!
Sally Rowland, Ph.D., P.E.
Sally.Rowland@dec.ny.gov

Molly Trembley, P.E.
Molly.Trembley@dec.ny.gov

NYSDEC Division of 
Materials Management

mailto:Sally.Rowland@dec.ny.gov
mailto:Molly.Trembley@dec.ny.gov
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